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Pasture

Exotic Forest

Orchard and Vineyards

“Tukituki Land Care (TLC) is tackling
the big issues sub-catchment by
sub-catchment, to piece together 
The Big Picture.”

Lower Tukituki Corridor
SUB-CATCHMENT PLAN: SUMMARY
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SCAN FOR FULL REPORT

Richard Hilson

Chair, Tukituki Land Care

LOWER TUKITUKI CORRIDOR AT A GLANCE

WAIPUKURAU

LOWER TUKITUKI CORRIDOR

WAIPAWA

Stretching from the convergence of the Waipawa and Tukituki Rivers to the coast at Haumoana, the
Lower Tukituki Corridor is a geographically narrow area centred around the main river system. Tukituki
Land Care (TLC) focuses on the area from the convergence to a few kms downstream of the
Patangata Bridge.

78 percent of the catchment is in pasture, ten percent
in exotic forest and four percent in orchard and
vineyards. Notably, less than one percent of landcover
is in native vegetation. 

Native Vegetation

The catchment faces significant challenges,
including severe flooding, erosion, gravel buildup -
and the increasing impacts of extreme weather
events. River capacity diminished when gravel
extraction in this catchment ceased for a number of
years, worsening flood risks and eroding farmland.
Issues such as biosecurity restrictions on managing
Chilean Needle Grass have further complicated river
maintenance efforts in the past. 

Recent flooding events, particularly Cyclone
Gabrielle, caused widespread damage to
infrastructure and land, leaving a lasting impact on
the community.



Water Quality Parameter Lower Tukituki Corridor Standard

Nitrogen (DIN)  0.663 mg/ L 0.8

Phosphorus (DRP) 0.019 mg/ L 0.010

Bacteria (E.coli) 31 (count) 260

Freshwater invertebrates (MCI) 80 (index) 120

Sediment (Turbidity)  1.5 mg/ L 5.6 FNU (light)

FLOOD RISK LTC

The Tukituki River, a dynamic braided river system
has changed significantly over time, typically
narrowing with more infrastructure and attempts to
control the river through willows and engineering.
The Tukituki is managed through a combination of
formal river control schemes, consent for gravel
management and improvised, short term efforts.

The river is very confined as it flows through the
narrow Lower Tuki Corridor valley.
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LANDSCAPE CONTEXT

WATER QUALITY
The table below shows catchment water quality indicators over a five-year rolling average. The
standard represents water quality levels based on the Tukituki plan or national standards.

LOWER TUKITUKI CORRIDOR  

 WWW.TUKITUKILANDCARE/LOWER-TUKITUKI-CORRIDOR
TO SEE THE FULL REPORT:

https://www.tukitukilandcare.org/lower-tukituki-corridor
https://www.tukitukilandcare.org/lower-tukituki-corridor


CONTEXT AND CHALLENGES
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RIVER MANAGEMENT

At a TLC Lower Tukituki Corridor workshop in
December 2024, local landowners discussed the
challenges and opportunities within the
catchment. During this workshop, frustrations
with HBRC were a recurring theme, particularly
around poor communication, lack of
responsiveness, and insufficient river
maintenance, across the long term but also in
response to direct communication following
recent extreme flooding events. 

SCAN FOR FULL REPORT

Key priorities for the workshop attendees
included;

clear updates on gravel removal processes, 
improved flood management practices, 
better coordination and communication with
local gravel contractors and landowners. 

In order to better understand the state of the
river in the Lower Tukituki Corridor, the
catchment group used a TLC Demonstration
grant to carry out survey work including PDF
Plans to show changes in the location of shingle
between 2021 and 2024, Volume Summary and
360° imagery.

Throughout the workshop, there was a common
sentiment that accountability and communication
are required between the community and HBRC to
ensure a combined commitment to creating a
sustainable, flood-resilient future for the
catchment.

FULL REPORT: WWW.TUKITUKILANDCARE.ORG/LOWER-TUKITUKI-CORRIDOR

FLOODING
The Lower Tukituki Corridor, at the downstream end of the catchment, is at risk of high flows
and flooding events. The larger impacts of flooding will be challenging to alleviate as individual
landowners or as a single sub-catchment group.

https://www.tukitukilandcare.org/lower-tukituki-corridor
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LOWER TUKITUKI CORRIDOR  
SUMMARY AND ACTIONS

Get involved with the Lower Tukituki Corridor Catchment Group, with support from TLC, to
review The TLC Catchment Plan, share knowledge and coordinate actions.
Work with TLC and other impacted sub-catchment groups within the Tukituki to resolve issues
with HBRC and their administration and implementation of river management.
Develop erosion management strategy. Consider poplar planting, oversowing with legumes,
strategic fencing to retire or manage grazing, and native or exotic afforestation. Use TLC’s
Surface Erosion Tool*, TLC’s On-Farm Action Planning Tool* and TLC’s Plant Selection Tool*.
For planting advice around erosion control or flood prone areas use TLC’s Plant Selection
Tool*.
Address water quality issues. Use TLC’s On-Farm Action Planning Tool*.
Connect with local advisors* for tailored advice and potential funding opportunities. 
Commit to TLC’s THR3E: three practical steps you can implement on your farm over the next
three years.

LOWER TUKITUKI CORRIDOR: NEXT STEPS

Check out the online
TLC Farmer Toolbox

www.tukitukilandcare.org/toolbox

WANT MORE DETAIL?  HEAD TO WWW.TUKITUKILANDCARE/LOWER-TUKITUKI-CORRIDOR

 * The TLC Toolbox and the full catchment report are now available on
the TLC website www.tukitukilandcare.org

Primary Objective: 
Improve river management

Secondary Objective:
Improve resilience

Communications

Flood management

Coordination

Poor communication and unknown
strategic objectives for the river

leads to mistrust between the
community, HBRC and river 
management contractors.

Work with TLC staff to represent the
interests of Lower Tukituki Corridor

residents with HBRC. Include
immediate actions to improve

communication, particularly around 
contractors and the community.

The community feels that river
management in the catchment is out

of their sphere and influence and 
happening without their input.

Soil conservation

Waterway management

Economic resilience

At the lower end of the Tukituki
catchment, flood resilience planning

and action may have minimal impact.
Drought resilience is challenging to

build into existing farm systems.

Reduce the impact flooding through
soil conservation planting and
stabilising streambanks with

planting.

Without weather resilience measures,
impacts on lives, livelihoods,

infrastructure and the economy.Im
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